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FI RE | NVESTI GATOR

(Competitive Class)

DI STI NGUI SHI NG FEATURES OF THE CLASS

This class enconpasses positions at the entrance |level in the
fire investigation division, the major duties of which include
investigating the causes and origins of suspicious fires,
coll ecting evidence of possible arson at the fire scene, and
performing any follow up duties required to |ocate persons
suspected of setting fires or to prepare arson cases for
prosecution. |Investigators nay al so be required on occasion to
assist in the work of the fire prevention division, performng
fire inspections as assigned by the chief fire investigator

This work is non-supervisory in nature and fire investigators
report to and have work revi ewed by the Chief Fire I nvestigator.

EXAMPLES OF WORK

Exanples listed below are illustrative only. They are not
intended to include all duties which may be assigned. neither
are they intended to exclude other duties which nmay be | ogqical
assignnents to this class.

| nvesti gates the causes, origins, and circunstances of all fires
occurring within the jurisdiction, especially those of unknown
or suspicious origin,; observes the fire scene and notes the
presence of unusual or suspicious elenents; talks with fire
fighting personnel at the scene concerning details of fire.

Secures the fire scene to prevent renpval or damage of evi dence
of possible arson; observes the manner of persons at the fire
scene; obtains statements from possible w tnesses; performns
all duties at the fire scene and afterwards to determ ne the
cause and origin of the fire.

Searches for, identifies, collects, and | abels any evidence of
possi bl e arson at the fire scene, including devices used to set,
start, or further the progress of a fire; protects the chain of
cust ody of evidence; turns evidence over to | aboratory or other
experts for anal ysis.

Esti mat es damage or | oss caused by fire for report purposes.
Attenpts to identify and | ocate suspects in cases of suspected
arson; conpiles evidence which may be used for the prosecution

of cases of arson by researchi ng docunents to provi de background
information; testifies in court when required.
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Acts as division representative to the news nedia, releasing
i nformati on and answering questions concerning the work of the
di vision; answers telephone inquiries about the operation of
the fire investigation division or any related areas.

Perfornms any related duties assigned.
QUALI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS

Unl ess otherwi se specified, all requirenments nust be net before
adm ssion to exam nation.

Must neet all requirements of the Minicipal Fire and Police
Civil Service Law, including being a citizen of the United
States, and being physically fit to perform effectively the
duties of the position.

Must have a high school diploma or a valid certificate of
equi val ency issued by a state departnment of educati on.

Must have at | east four (4) years of experience in fire service,
at | east one (1) year of which nust have been in performng fire
i nspections or fire investigations, with the other three years
in fire suppression, fire inspection, fire investigation, or
sone rel ated area of operations which would afford a background
in fire codes, inspection, or investigation procedures.

During the working test period, nmust acquire certification by
the State Fire Marshal's Ofice as a fire investigator.

Must possess a valid driver’s license.

Prior to beginning work in this class, nust obtain a valid
Loui si ana driver’s |icense.
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